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On the rights of sugarcane farmers in Uttar Pradesh and to make sugarcane supply chain
responsible

Demands of Small and Marginal Sugarcane Farmers of Uttar
Pradesh

Uttar Pradesh plays a leading role in the cultivation of sugarcane in the country. 95% small and 67%
marginal farmers along with large farmers depend mainly on sugarcane cultivation for their livelihood. A
large number of women farmers and agricultural labourers from other states are also involved in
sugarcane cultivation here. There is an urgent need to ensure human rights and make the sugarcane
supply chain responsible from the farm to the final use of sugar in the preparation of foods and beverages.
The role of social organizations, sugar mills, local authorities, government, research institutes, State
Commission for Protection of Child Rights, State Commission for Women, etc. is critical. Therefore, in order
to make the sugarcane supply chain responsible, the following demands have been included, which will
be placed before the government and other departments.

The demands from farmers' groups, women farmers' organizations, and social organizations regarding the
rights of sugarcane farmers and labourers in Uttar Pradesh are enlisted below:

1. While allotting the supply ticket, priority should be given to small farmers and women farmers.

2. Priority should be given to women farmers in weighing their sugarcane at the sugarcane weighing
centre.

3. In case a woman farmer’s husband has migrated and the land is in the name of her husband or father-
in-law, then sugarcane should be purchased from that woman farmer at the sugarcane purchasing centre.

4, At the sugarcane weighing center, separate clean drinking water, toilets etc. should be arranged for
women and men.

5. Sugarcane from small-scale women farmers should be purchased directly from their fields.

6. Women labourers should not be discriminated against in terms of wages, on the basis of gender. For
this, the labour department should be responsible and active.

7. The validity of the supply ticket/slip once issued should be valid for the entire crushing season.

8. Use of child labourers and bonded labourers should be banned in all forms during the cultivation of
sugarcane. The District Magistrate should be made accountable for its strict compliance.

9. Payment of money on sugarcane purchase should be made as soon as possible within 14 days as per
the directions of the Hon'ble High Court. And in case of delay, it should be paid with interest at the rate of
12% per annum.

10. Procurement of sugarcane should be done only at the minimum support price and it should be
increased every year keeping in mind the input cost.
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11. A Grievance Redressal Cell should be established and activated for redressal of the issues of
sugarcane farmers. Women should be represented in this so that the issues of women can be understood.

12. From the supply ticket issuing official to the sugarcane weighing official, all government officials are
men. Keeping in view the interests of women farmers, women officers should be appointed in all these
places.

13. The membership of women in sugarcane committees as in Panchayats should be increased;
reservation should be ensured to at least 33%.

14, It should be ensured that the maximum weight of the bundle of sugarcane is not more than 50 kg,
which has been fixed by the International Labour Organization.

If you want to make any suggestion or demand on the rights and in the interest of
sugarcane farmers and labourers, please contact us at



