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Foreword

Oxfam India’s Gender Justice programme aims to address structural and deeply 
entrenched gender inequalities and beliefs resulting in subordination of women and 
girls, and enhance women’s access to services and entitlements by state and non-
state actors. The programme attempts to bring a positive change in the states’ policy 
and programme environment that would lead to its acceptance at an institutional and 
community level. 

Oxfam India began its interventions in Chhattisgarh under the theme of Gender Justice 
in 2014. In Chhattisgarh, the issue of domestic violence needs to be viewed from 
a larger multi-layered perspective of migration, displacement, forest dependency, 
industrialisation, privatisation, witch hunting, human trafficking and bonded labour. 
Women and girls have borne the brunt of this dichotomy between growth and 
progress. Violence in the private sphere becomes a ‘non-issue’ for the society as well 
as most women. 

With this challenging context, the Gender Justice Programme started with a three 
pronged strategy - to extend support to survivors to help them regain self-confidence 
and re-build their lives; to engage communities, especially boys and men, on the issue 
of prevention of domestic violence, patriarchy, and unequal power relations in society; 
and advocate with the government for the effective implementation of Protection of 
Women against Domestic Violence Act (PWDVA), 2005.

This booklet attempts to capture major interventions undertaken by Lok Astha Seva 
Sansthan, a partner organization in Chhattisgarh, during the last three years. This is a 
photo journey of their various interventions and the learnings from them. 

Oxfam India will continue with its commitment to strive for a violence free life for all 
women and girls, and create a gender just society. 

Nisha Agrawal
CEO, Oxfam India
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“Hum to ladenge, hum na daregne
Gharelu hinsa atyachar hum na sahenge

Jahan hak na mile tera mera, leke rahenge.”

“We will fight, we will not be scared
We will not tolerate domestic violence

If we do not get our rights, we will take them.”

Lines from a song developed by LASS

When Lok Astha Seva Sansthan (LASS), Oxfam India’s partner, started work in Gariyaband district of Chhattisgarh on Gender Justice in 
April 2014, alcoholism in the community was looked upon as the only cause of domestic violence. Increasing structural violence due 
to rising patriarchal social norms such as subjugation of women in the community, branding them as witches, harassment, lack of 
inclusion in community level decision making process, lack of social or economic mobility etc. were not considered violence at all. They 
were accepted as part of life as more egalitarian tribal social norms started disappearing. 

To help women recognise the socio-cultural influences behind such violence and to reduce its acceptance in the community, three 
strategic approaches were taken: 

•	 Empower women and create community-level leaderships to address social issues impacting their lives, and provide survivors of 
violence with spaces within community through community-based formal and informal mechanisms to help them access justice.   

•	 Advocate with various state government institutions for better implementation of the Protection of Women against Domestic 
Violence Act (PWDVA), 2005 at the district level.

•	 Create attitudinal change and transform society from within by involving both youth (adolescent girls and boys) and men in 
reducing the acceptance of violence in their communities.

Lok Astha worked in 16 villages of Gariyaband where despite many challenges, they have been able to achieve all the above. This 
photo-journey of their three years’ work highlights their achievements – of creating and empowering women’s groups to access justice 
by challenging all gender norms, recognition of Lok Astha by the government for their work, and youth and men’s groups who have 
supported these women in upturning many patriarchal social norms. 
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Future Plans:
Lok Astha plans to continue work at strengthening village level institutions especially the Justice 
Committees so that they are able to access justice and reduce the acceptance of violence on their 
own. Though they have always involved the Gram Sabha in various discussions and decisions, Lok 
Astha plans to work more closely with the Jati Panchayat as they are the key informal or parallel 
justice system for the communities. To stop all forms of violence completely, the focus in the 
coming years will be on extensively training the youth on gender roles, equality and rights. Lata 
Netam will continue to be involved with various government bodies at the district level as President 
of the Sexual Harassment at Workplace Committee, and members of Bal Mitra Committee (looking 
after implementation of POCSO) and ICDS Nirakshan Dal.   

Achievements Impact

No. of Justice Committees formed 16
Justice Committee members trained 32
Adolescent girls trained 563
Youth and men trained 344
No. of cases addressed by Justice Committees 25
No. of cases addressed by WSC 35
No. of advocacy initiatives / interfaces 12
District level conventions 1
No. of villages – 16 days of activism 16
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